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Message From Mr. Silagi
Whittier Families,

Thank you for a great month of learning with your children! I 
continue to be excited about the growth that I see each day in 
our students.  We continue to work hard to assure that we are 
meeting each child’s needs. As you know, we have three key 
areas that we focus our work around as a staff: Academics, 
Student Collaboration, and Growth Mindset.  Our hope is to 
provide your child with a blend of learning opportunities in each 
of these areas.  We want our students to possess the academic 
skills needed to be successful as they go on in their education. 
These academic skills should be balanced with the social-
emotional skills needed to be successful here at school and in 
their future endeavors.  Each day is an opportunity for not only 
our students, but for myself, and for our staff to grow in our 
abilities.  Please know how thankful each of us at Whittier are to 
serve your children.  Thanks for your continued support and 
involvement in your child’s education. 

Sincerely, 

Chris Silagi
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Social Emotional Learning & 
The Growth Mindset

At Whittier, we have a strong belief in educating the 
whole child. We want students to have an education 
that is rich in both academics and social-emotional 
learning.  One of the many strategies that we utilize to 
teach social-emotional skills to our students is through 
monthly assemblies.  Each assembly has a specific 
learning target that correlates to SEL standards. The 
targets also support our school-wide goal of students 
understanding the difference between a growth 
mindset and fixed mindset.  In addition, our classroom 
teachers carry out classroom lessons that support the 
monthly social-emotional learning target. Below, you 
will find each of our monthly social-emotional learning 
targets through December.

September: I can help others and be a leader through 
my actions.

October: I can persevere through tasks when they are 
challenging or difficult.

November: I can manage my emotions and behaviors 
to help me learn and grow. 

December: I can make positive choices when faced 
with challenges. 

To teach students further about perseverance and the growth 
mindset our SEL programming will expose students to a multitude of 
learning opportunities during the next month.  In our SEL assemblies 
students will be presented with scenarios that depict either a fixed 
or growth mindset and they will be asked to identify the correct 
mindset.  In our classrooms, teachers will be using a variety of texts 
to guide discussion around persevering through challenges.   



School Improvement 
Includes Goal Setting

At Whittier, we are committed to 
continuous improvement.  One area 
under our Growth Mindset focus is to 
expose students to goal setting by the 
end of the school year.  While 
students in grades 1-5 will be exposed 
to goal setting at varying levels, it is 
important to know that our teachers 
are also goal setters.  In their grade 
level teams they set achievement 
goals in both ELA and Math.  Their 
goals for improvement are based 
upon pre-assessment data.  Our 
teachers then work collaboratively to 
collectively meet their grade level 
goals.  Each team’s goals correlate to 
our schools overarching academic 
focuses of identifying main idea and 
details in ELA, and multiple 
representations of numbers in 
mathematics. 



EL Family Night at 
Whittier 

Our annual EL family night was a huge 
success at Whittier.  We had an excellent 
turnout of families and staff.  It was great to 
enjoy a meal with our families and learn 
about the many cultures of our students.  
Our families had an opportunity to interact 
with staff, and engage with one another.  Our 
students enjoyed playing games with one 
another during this terrific evening.  



Former Whittier 
Students Give Back 

to Whittier
Whittier Alum AJ Kier developed a 
plan to paint the Whittier basketball 
hoops for his Eagle Scout project. 
With the help of fellow Whittier 
alums from Troop 303 (Louie 
Nielsen, Kevin Nunkovich, Alex 
Gazarek, Jimmy Houlihan) the 
scouts completed the project over 
Labor Day Weekend. The project 
was a slam dunk for Whittier and 
Troop 303!



Mark Your Calendars 

• 10/5 – PTA Meeting – 9:45 AM 
• 10/10 – No School – Columbus Day
• 10/25 – Parent – Teacher 

Conferences 
• 11/3 – Parent – Teacher 

Conferences 
• 11/4 – No School – Teacher Work 

Day
• 11/11 – Veterans Day Recognition 
• 11/12 – Dream Foundation Trivia 

Night
• 11/15 – PTA Meeting – 6:30 PM

ParentVue Reminder
If you have not completed your student 
pages in ParentVue please do so at your 
earliest convenience.  This needs to be 
completed annually by all parents. 
When completed, the page will read 
“COMPLETED” at the very bottom of the 
page. 


